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UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

Hello Delegates!

Welcome to the United Nations Environment Programme at DMUN 2025! My
name is Lylah Patel, and I am excited to be chairing this committee alongside
our moderator Olivia Cooney.

The topic for this committee focuses on one of the most pressing issues relating
to displacement, climate change, and quality of life—natural disasters. Repre-
senting a plethora of different policies and ideologies, delegates will work col-
laboratively to better understand the complex issue of natural disaster displace-
ment as well as how the underlying push factors and exacerbating issues can be
combatted. Using innovative new technologies in tandem with evaluations of
existing action and government policy, you will develop new solutions to pro-
tect against the looming threat of natural disasters worldwide.

I am currently a junior at Dalton and have been practicing classical Indian
dance for 11 years. I have been doing Model UN since my freshman year and
am interested in foreign relations and politics. Academic interests aside, I love
baking, watching Netflix (if you have recommendations let me know!), and
spending time with friends and family.

Our lovely moderator, Olivia, is just as passionate about this topic as I am. Her
excitement will surely amplify the committee’s atmosphere, and she cannot
wait to hear all of your unique ideas. She has poured her heart and soul into
wildlife research and is committed to saving the turtles amid climate change.

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out at c26lp@dalton.org. I look
forward to committee and wish you all the best of luck preparing!

Sincerely,
Lylah Patel
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History oF THE COMMITTEE

The United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme (UNEP) was
established in 1972 after the UN
Conference on the Human Envi-
ronment. A subsidiary of the UN
General Assembly, UNEP’s goal is
to promote environmental action
in three main categories: climate
change, nature and biodiversity
loss, and pollution and waste. Fol-
lowing the program’s inception,
UNEP established its headquarters
in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1973. That
same year, UNEP facilitated many
foundational environmental protec-
tion projects, including MARPOL, a
treaty seeking to prevent spills and
pollution in the shipping industry;
CITES, a convention for the conser-
vation of endangered species; and
the Environment Fund, a mem-
ber-state-contribution-based fund
that is still the primary financing
mechanism for UNEP’s initiatives
(UNEP). Since then, UNEP has tak-
en important steps toward conser-
vation by way of the Regional Seas
Programme (1974), which protects
marine life in 13 sea regions with
143 participating countries; the
Montreal Protocol (1987), which
achieved universal ratification and
remains the landmark agreement
regulating man-made chemicals
referred to as “ozone-depleting
substances;” the International En-
vironmental Education Programme
(1975-1995) to mobilize global en-
vironmental awareness; and the
Paris Climate Agreement (2015)
with 195 adopting a legally binding
global climate deal to limit glob-

al warming to below 2°C (UNEP).
Importantly, UNEP is instrumen-
tal in helping create and support
the UN’s Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), a series of non-bind-
ing targets for global prosperity in-
cluding ending poverty and hunger,
improving global healthcare and
equality, and supporting clean en-
ergy, climate action, and responsi-
ble consumption (United Nations).
Ultimately, UNEP has been a lead-
ing force in international collabora-
tion and action regarding the envi-
ronment for the last 50 years.

NATURAL DISASTERS

Last year, over 16,000 lives
were lost to natural disasters (Fer-
ris). Events such as earthquakes,
tsunamis, floods, storms, and wild-
fires have had widespread impacts
on communities across the globe.
In the immediate aftermath of a
natural disaster, homes, business-
es, and public infrastructure under-
go severe damage and destruction.
Civilians can sustain widespread
physical injuries, often overloading
local health systems and requiring
temporary treatment facilities. Nat-
ural disasters also put those with
chronic diseases at high risk, as
power outages and infrastructure
damage can interrupt treatment for
patients with diabetes, kidney dis-
ease, lung disease, or other chronic
conditions requiring constant care.
The spread of disease is also height-
ened following a disaster, further
worsening global health (Walden
University). In October 2010, for
example, just months after a dev-
astating magnitude 7.0 earthquake

which claimed over 300,000 lives
and damaged nearly half of all in-
frastructure at its epicenter, Haiti
suffered an outbreak of Cholera,
a waterborne Dbacterial disease,
which was likely exacerbated by the
damaged sanitation system (Crav-
ioto et al.). Another vital problem
posed by disasters is food short-
ages; while a single disaster might
only interrupt food access in the
affected area, damage to farms and
factories could result in long-term
food shortages and increased food
insecurity (Walden University). As
properties are lost and production
is disrupted, natural disasters have
been shown to have negative eco-
nomic consequences. Importantly,
for developing nations with grow-
ing populations and less resilient
infrastructure, their economies are
often disproportionately affected
by natural disasters (Botzen et al.).
Overall, natural disasters have se-
vere short and long-term impacts
on affected regions. The best del-
egates will ponder and effectively
address infrastructural damages,
potential disease outbreaks, food
and water shortages, and econom-
ic losses resulting from natural di-
sasters, paying particular attention
to these factors’ potential to act as
an impetus for large-scale displace-
ment.

CLIMATE CHANGE & DISASTERS

Over 90% of natural disasters
are weather-related and can thus
be impacted by climate change
(UNEP, “Disasters and Climate
Change”). As carbon emissions in-
crease, the global water cycle has
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been severely disrupted. Studies
show high confidence that increas-
es in precipitation are caused by
higher air temperatures (“Water
Cycle Changes”). This is because
hotter, less dense air can hold more
moisture than cool air (NASA). In
addition, higher temperatures lead
to more evaporation, meaning that
more water vapor enters the atmo-
sphere, and drier areas suffer from
increased droughts and worsened
soil resilience (NYC Environmental
Protection). With more moisture
in the air, certain natural disasters,
like thunderstorms and hurricanes,
are heavily exacerbated. In addi-
tion, global warming has begun to
melt the polar ice caps, leading to
sea-level rise, and a subsequent
increase in tidal flooding, erosion,
and extreme storms (Craig). In the
last 30 years, the number of cli-
mate-related disasters has tripled,
largely as a result of global warm-
ing (Oxfam International). These

disasters are often categorized as
either sudden-onset or slow-onset.
Sudden-onset disasters, including
flash floods, severe storms, earth-
quakes, hurricanes, and wildfires,
can cause short-term displacement.
In these examples, people are dis-
placed temporarily but can return
after the event (i.e., a storm ends
or a flood recedes) (Global Refuge).
Unfortunately, certain areas are
threatened by sudden-onset disas-
ters more frequently, forcing pro-
longed displacement. Landlocked
countries, for example, suffer from
both droughts, due to increased
temperatures, and floods, with dry
soil, prone to flash floods (UN).
Intensifying the effects of these di-
sasters, many vulnerable regions
are home to developing countries,
which often lack the infrastructure
and preparedness to respond effec-
tively (Conservation.org). Slow-on-
set disasters, such as desertification,
rising sea levels, air pollution, and

changing weather patterns, may
cause permanent damage. Those
displaced by slow-onset disasters
are often fleeing uninhabitable en-
vironments that may not improve,
and are thus displaced indefinitely
(Global Refuge). In both sudden
and slow-onset disasters, commu-
nities are vulnerable to damage,
destruction, and displacement; del-
egates in this UNEP should work to
find both preventative and reactive
measures for either type of disaster.

DISPLACEMENT

26.4 million people were displaced
due to natural disasters in 2023
(“Global Report on Internal Dis-
placement”). As natural disasters
force people’s displacement, with
either their homes having been de-
stroyed by a sudden-onset disaster,
or their region made unlivable by a
slow-onset disaster, their lives are
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completely uprooted. There are two
main categories of people displaced
by natural disasters: IDPs (Inter-
nally Displaced People) - meaning
someone displaced within their na-
tion - and “climate refugees” - those
forced to leave their countries after
a disaster.

Importantly, the existing
definition of a refugee is “a person
who has been forced to leave their
country to escape war, persecution,
or natural disaster,” and includes
neither IDPs nor climate refugees
(Ferris). Due to this definition,
binding agreements that require
aid and asylum for refugees do not
apply to those displaced by natural
disasters, either in or across bor-
ders. Even after fleeing dangerous
conditions, displaced people may
lack adequate shelter, food, clean
water, and healthcare even after
settling (UNHCR). Unlike econom-
ic migrants, who generally have the
opportunity to prepare for their
emigration, forced migrants, in-
cluding climate refugees, are not
able to bring savings or assets with
them during displacement (Verme
and Schuettler). On top of this eco-
nomic insecurity, displaced people
often struggle to adapt to their new
environments due to language bar-
riers, employment gaps (as a result
of their displacement), and preju-
dice from employers (Ashworth).
In recent years, influxes of refu-
gees have become hotly politicized,
specifically with host nations con-
cerned about the economic impact
of taking in immigrants. However,
multiple studies show that wages,
rent, and price fluctuations in host
nations taking in displaced people

are minimal or short-lived (Ash-
worth; Verme and Schuettler). Nev-
ertheless, delegates must take into
account their country’s stance on
immigration when considering cli-
mate refugees.

CASE STUDIES

Super Typhoon Haiyan

One significant example of a natu-
ral disaster is the Super Typhoon
Haiyan. On November 8, 2013, the
then-most-intense tropical cyclone
landed in Southeast Asia, causing
mass destruction, particularly in the
Philippines. The Category 5 storm,
with winds up to 195mph, hit the
Visayas region of the southern Phil-
ippines, destroying even govern-
ment-designated storm shelters in
its wake. The storm, known locally
as “Yolanda,” affected over 16 mil-
lion people and displaced roughly
4 million. The government even-
tually confirmed that the cyclone
killed over 6,300 Filipinos, making
it the most deadly typhoon in the

country’s recent history (Singer).
High sea levels may have exacer-
bated the storm’s effects. Since
1970, sea levels in the Philippines
have risen 200 millimeters, lead-
ing to more coastal flooding during
storm surges (abnormal water level
rise before a storm makes landfall)
(Singer). The Philippines lies in the
“Ring of Fire,” a seismically active
tectonic belt that has an increased
risk of earthquakes, tsunamis, and
volcanic eruptions (Britannica).
Further, its coastal position in the
Pacific Ocean makes it vulnerable
to cyclones. Weeks before the Su-
pertyphoon Haiyan, a 7.2 magni-
tude earthquake struck the coun-
try, impacting 3 million people and
claiming over 200 lives. When the
storm hit, it only compounded the
challenges already facing the Phil-
ippines (Reid). The scale of the
destruction caused by the typhoon
meant that many former settle-
ments were no longer habitable,
and entire communities had to be
resettled. Luckily, this has allowed
Filipinos to build more resilient
infrastructure following the cy-
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clone. Before the typhoon hit, many
natural barriers, like mangroves,
were cut down to make way for fish
farming. While this change not only
harmed the biodiversity of the area,
decreasing fish and shellfish pop-
ulations, it also removed the nat-
ural protection from storm surges
offered by mangrove trees. Since
the typhoon, Filipino communities,
like those in Tacloban, have begun
restoring mangroves to integrate
nature-based protection for coast-
al regions. Local farmers have also
begun to embrace bamboo as a
crop, which is both a quick-growing
building resource but also enables
flood control and soil resilience.
Lastly, since 2013, the Philippines
has adopted early warning systems,
like the PhilAWARE modeling sys-
tem, and emergency procedures,
allowing quick evacuation in more
recent cyclones (UNDRR). Given
the interplay of rising sea levels due
to global warming, worsened natu-
ral protection from overfishing, and
poor infrastructure at the time of
the cyclone, Super Typhoon Haiyan
acts as an excellent case study for
how climate-related natural disas-
ters can impact developing coastal
nations.

Australian Bushfires

In 2019 and 2020, Australia was hit
with the most catastrophic bushfire
season in the country’s history, re-
ferred to as the “Black Summer.” As
a result of these widespread fires,
46 million acres were burnt, main-
ly forest and bushland (WWF). The
first bushfires began in June 2019
and started escalating in Septem-

c/o Matthew Abbot

ber. At the time, heavy winds of up
to 56 mph were hitting Australia,
feeding and spreading the flames
quickly. The deputy commissioner
of the Queensland Fire and Emer-
gency Services commented: “This
early in the season is unprecedent-
ed,” following the region’s extreme-
ly dry conditions and two years of
drought (Reuters). The fires wors-
ened at the beginning of November
2019 as temperatures increased
and drought continued (summer
in Australia typically lasts from
December - February). Although
2020 brought some heavy rain in
January, providing some slight re-
lief to certain areas affected by the
bushfires, it was not enough to ex-
tinguish them. By the beginning of
February, temperatures rose once
again, alongside drought and high
winds. Luckily, however, heavy
rainstorms in mid-late February
2020 allowed firefighters to eventu-
ally contain all of the fires in New
South Wales (a Southeastern Aus-
tralian State). Finally, on March 4,
2020, nine months after they be-
gan, the Australian bushfires were
all put out (CDP). Although only

33 human lives were lost to the
fires, 3,100 homes were destroyed,
65,000 people were displaced, and
an estimated 1.25 billion animals
were killed (IDMC). In response,
the Australian Government estab-
lished the National Bushfire Recov-
ery Agency, which is investing over
$2 billion for families, farmers, and
business owners affected by the
bushfires. The Australian Govern-
ment also announced a $50 million
investment to support immediate
wildlife protection and long-term
environmental restoration follow-
ing the fires (Australian High Com-
mission). Australia has also worked
with Google, Conservation Interna-
tional, and the WWF to incorporate
an Al model to capture images of
endangered animals returning to
their habitats following the fires,
such as koalas, echidnas, wom-
bats, dingoes, and dunnarts (Con-
servation International). Although
unprecedented, Australia’s bush-
fires were heavily affected by high
heat, droughts, and unpredictable
rain patterns, all results of climate
change.
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PasT AcTiON

UNEP currently operates the NDC
(Nationally Determined Contribu-
tions) Action Project, which helps
direct its partner countries’ contri-
butions under the Paris Agreement
into concrete strategies (NDC). In
its 2023 NDC policy brief, UNEP
acknowledged the failure of host
countries to meet the needs of IDPs
(Internally Displaced People) and
refugees and that climate change
could contribute to 216 million in-
ternal displacements by 2050. The
brief emphasized incorporating
sustainable environmental prac-
tices and displacement strategies
to be integrated into nations’ pol-
icies, specifically DRR (Disaster
Risk Reduction). However, UNEP
also highlighted some strides be-
ing made in the fight against disas-
ter displacement. For example, the
IOM (International Organization
for Migration) has been seeking al-
ternative power sources in refugee
camps in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh,
an area prone to natural disasters
and often dependent on humani-
tarian support. With UNEP’s help
through the NDC Action Project,
Bangladesh has rehabilitated over
440,000 displaced families, im-
proved disaster resilience and sus-
tainable water access, and planted
1.58 million trees. UNEP under-
scored the IOM’s pivotal role in pro-
viding clean water access for over
350,000 Yemeni people and elec-
tronic waste management in Ugan-
dan refugee settlements. In this
policy brief, UNEP endorsed em-
phasis on rights and humanitarian

assistance for displaced individuals
in climate action, individual coun-
try response plans to help the UN
organize climate action initiatives,
and local engagement for energy
access. However, UNEP also rec-
ognized the importance of national
sovereignty for nations hosting ref-
ugees, suggesting demand-driven
aid, coherent international action,
and addressing the root causes of
displacement (such as environmen-
tal factors) through climate risk as-
sessment. Lastly, UNEP called for
dedicated funding to analyze data
on environmental drivers of dis-
placement to coordinate clean en-
ergy, engage governments to make
new NDCs, address specific re-
quests by governments for climate
vulnerability assessments, and ad-
dress the knowledge gaps necessary
to address mitigation of displace-
ment (UNEP, “Policy Brief”).

CURRENT SITUATION

LA Wildfires

Alongside the past examples of nat-
ural disasters, issues persist to the
present. In early January 2025, an
onslaught of wildfires began in Los
Angeles, California. Firstly, the Pal-
isades Fire began on the morning
of January 7th as a brushfire. Over
the month, the fire burned upwards
of 23,000 acres and 6,800 struc-
tures before being fully contained
on January 20th. Simultaneously,
the Eaton Fire grew to over 14,000
acres and damaged over 10,000
structures. Smaller fires spread in
Lidia, Archer, Woodley, Sunset,

Kenneth, Hurst, and Auto, claim-
ing a combined 2,399 acres before
ending. Two weeks after the initial
fires, the Hughes fire ignited on
January 22nd, quickly growing to
over 10,000 acres. Although the
fires have all been extinguished,
they cost $20 - 50 billion in damag-
es, claimed at least 29 lives, and had
200,000 people under evacuation
orders (Stelloh et al.). In the wake
of this natural disaster, Los Angeles
rent prices have increased by 15 to
20%, as countless homes were de-
stroyed and supply could not keep
up with the already unsustainable
demand (Isidore). Although the to-
tal number of displaced people as
a result of the L.A. wildfires is still
unknown, they served as a wake-up
call for California, whose policies
prevented it from effectively using
forest restoration efforts like me-
chanical thinning and prescribed
burning to reduce fire risk (City
Journal). This example proves that
even developed nations like the
United States need to reform their
preparation and response plans re-
garding natural disasters. Proper
environmental action is also nec-
essary to ensure that wildfires like
those in Los Angeles do not begin
to spread in such dry environments.

Dry Corridor

Central America’s “Dry Corridor”
is a region including parts of Costa
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, and
Nicaragua. Its name comes from its
inconsistent weather patterns with
alternating periods of drought and
heavy rainfall. A drought in 2015
caused corn yield losses to spike by
60 percent. In 2019, a prolonged
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drought left 1.2 million people in
the region needing food aid, and in
2021, communities in the Dry Corri-
dor once again suffered intense crop
losses. Luckily, however, the UN
and other INGOs have made efforts
to fight drought and desertification
in the region. The Central American
Integration System (SICA) and the
UN’s Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation (FAO) have supported agri-
cultural practices like using cover
crops, planting trees uphill, and
agroforestry (UNEP). As initiatives
continue in this region, it is import-
ant to acknowledge the effects cli-
mate change and slow-onset disas-
ters like desertification can have on
agriculture and food security, spe-
cifically in developing countries and
vulnerable regions.

CURRENT GLOBAL ISSUES

As these natural disas-
ters progress, the status of climate
change efforts is still lacking. Ac-

cording to UNEP’s 2024 emissions
gap report, CO2 emissions need to
be reduced by 47% before 2030 and
5% before 2035 to keep up with the
SDGs and the goal of limiting global
warming to 1.5°C. Unless NDCs are
revitalized and expanded, the world
is on track for a 2.6 - 3.1°C tem-
perature increase by the end of the
century, which would put people,
the planet, and economies at risk,
especially given that the frequency
of climate disasters would increase
alongside the temperature. Further,
there are over 122.6 million people
currently displaced, a significant
portion of whom were forced to flee
from natural disasters (UNHCR).
The Institute for Economics and
Peace, an independent think tank,
predicted that by 2050, over 1 bil-
lion people could be displaced due
to climate change. 67% of all refu-
gees live in settlements called “pro-
tracted refugee situations,” camps
with over 25,000 refugees from the
same nation, living displaced for at
least 5 years. In these overcrowded
protracted refugee situations, wom-

en and children are especially vul-
nerable to early marriage, child la-
bor, and sex trafficking (UNHCR).
As efforts are made to prevent
and react to natural disasters, it is
important to remember the over-
whelming number of people cur-
rently forced to live away from their
homes.

Luckily, some current ini-
tiatives show promise for the future
of natural disaster displacement.
In 2015, the UN General Assem-
bly endorsed the Sendai Frame-
work for Disaster Risk Reduction,
a guiding international agreement
for nations to reduce the effects
of natural disasters from 2015-
2030. The framework first empha-
sizes understanding disaster risk
through data analysis, disaster risk
testing, transparency surrounding
disasters’ impacts, and scientific
collaboration. Its second priority is
strengthening disaster risk gover-
nance with local legal frameworks
for governments, companies, pub-
lic awareness, and financial in-
centives. Third, investment in re-
silience with economic and social
safety nets, structural prevention in
facilities like schools and hospitals,
and new building codes. Lastly, to
enhance recovery through develop-
ing contingency plans, emergency
communication systems, commu-
nity centers to stockpile resources,
and training for disaster response
(UNDRR). New technologies are
also helping reduce the effects of
natural disasters. Satellite imagery,
for example, has enabled greater
data to be gathered on damage in
a given region following a disaster,
allowing for quicker and more re-
liable information to be published
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(UMass). Recently, DEEP Robotics,
a Chinese engineering company,
has developed the Jueying X20 Ro-
bot Dog, an unmanned robot that
can navigate complex terrain (such
as a post-earthquake community),
inside dangerous debris, and in ar-
eas with smoke or toxic chemicals
that first responders would not be
able to. The robot is also capable of
carrying rescue supplies like oxy-
gen bottles to aid victims of a nat-
ural disaster (He). Lastly, practices
in infrastructure, such as ductility
(the ability for buildings to bend
without collapsing) through steel
reinforcement have been shown to
improve buildings’ resilience to di-
sasters like earthquakes (Cofer). If
incorporated on a global scale, per-
haps these technologies, alongside
emerging breakthroughs in disaster
prevention, could help mitigate fu-
ture damages.

BLoc PosiTions

Developed Nations

As developed countries,
these nations typically have the
best infrastructure, both contrib-
uting the most to CO2 and green-
house gas emissions and benefiting
from greater disaster preparedness.
However, many of these advocate
for environmental reform, both do-
mestically and in the UN; they are
most equipped to incorporate re-
newable energy. However, dispari-
ties in this bloc persist, as the Unit-
ed States recently pulled out of the
Paris Climate Agreement.

Many developed countries

support humanitarian aid and are
host nations for those displaced by
natural disasters. However, devel-
oped countries are also often divid-
ed over their immigration policies.
The United States and the United
Kingdom, for example, have stark
stances and divisions over how im-
migrants, including climate refu-
gees, should be treated within their
nations in addition to questions of
whether they should even be ad-
mitted. Delegations representing
developed countries should review
their nation’s specific stances and
past actions to accurately represent
their country’s foreign policy in
committee.

Developing Countries

As developing countries, these na-
tions are most impacted by natural
disasters, with less infrastructure
to respond to crises and geograph-
ic locations in vulnerable regions.
Importantly, developing countries
do not contribute as much to car-
bon emissions as their developed
counterparts; however, they also
often do not have the resources to
adopt renewable energy sources,
with some relying on oil deposits
for energy. Delegations represent-
ing developing countries should ad-
vocate for policies that would best
support recovery and preparations
for natural disasters, particularly
in the developing world, given their
histories and previous actions.

QuEsTioNs ToO CONSIDER

1. What long and short-term solu-
tions will help strengthen global

systems to prepare for and re-
spond to natural disasters?

How can natural disasters be
prevented in the face of climate
change? How can the contribu-
tors of CO2 emissions be held
accountable?

In what ways can vulnerable
areas, such as coastal and land-
locked regions or areas with
high seismic activity, be better
prepared for natural disasters?

How can legal frameworks be
updated to protect those dis-
placed by natural disasters?

How can existing IDPs and cli-
mate refugees be supported in
displacement?

. What role should host nations

play in aiding climate refugees?

What new technologies can be
leveraged to help mitigate natu-
ral disaster displacement?
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